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1. (Currently Amended) A signal processing device for multiplexing first and 
seco i id bits! rcai us , each or said first and sec ond bit streams bei ngforn i nttcd in a ccordance w ith_a 
different standard, comprising: 

a dividing means for dividing said second bil stream into predetermined units; 

an adding means for adding a start code in a format corresp ondin g to llic standard of said 
iil^bjLgtrcam to each of said units obtained by dividing said second bit stream; and 

a multiplexing means for defining a user operable region in said first bit stream and 
multiplexing and recording at least part of said second bit stream on said user operable region. 



2. (Original) The signal processing device according lo claim 1, wherein said starl code 
includes time information and said multiplex means multiplexes and records said first and 
second bit streams having same time information. 

3. (Original) The signal processing device according to claim 2, wherein said time 
information is the display time when the bit streams arc displayed or the decoding time when the 
bit streams are decoded. 

4. (Original) The signal processing device according to claim I, wherein said dividing 
means divides said second bit stream into units of frames or those of a plurality of frames. 
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5. (Currently Amended) A signal processing method for multiplexing first and 
second bit streams, each, of sai d first and second b it st reams being form alt cd in ac cordance w ith n 
differe nt standard , comprising: 

a dividing step for dividing said second bit stream into predetermined units; 
an adding step for adding a start code m^ibrm at correspondi ng to Ihc s tandard of said 
first bit si r eam to each of said units obtained by dividing said second bit stream; and 

a multiplexing step for defining a user operable region in said first bit stream and 
multiplexing and recording at least part of said second bit stream on said user operable region. 

6. (Original) The signal processing method according to claim 5, wherein said start 
code includes time information and said multiplex step multiplexes and records said first and 
second bit streams having same time information. 

7. (Original) The signal processing method according to claim 6, wherein said time 
information is the display time when the bit streams are displayed or the decoding time when the 
hit streams arc decoded. 

8. (Original) The signal processing method according to claim 5, wherein said dividing 
step divides said second bit stream into units of frames or those of a plurality of frames. 

9. (Currently Amended) A recording medium storing a program for multiplex first 
and second bit streams, eadvof s aid first and second bit streams b eing formatted in accordanc e 
with a diffe rent st andard, said program comprising: 
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a dividing step for dividing said second bit stream into predetermined units; 

an adding step for adding a start code in a format corrcspondine to the stan dard of said 
fir^.feU.slCSflJCR t0 each of said units obtained by dividing said second bit stream; and 

a multiplexing step for defining a user operable region in said first bit stream and 
multiplexing and recording at least part of said second bit stream on said user operable region. 

10. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 9, wherein said dividing step 
divides said second bil stream into units of frames or those of a plurality of frames. 

11. (Currently Amended) A decoding device adapted to dec ode 4eood4ng a 
multiplexed bit stream conforming to a firs t standard format obtained by defining a user operable 
region in a first bit stream and multiplexing and recording at least part of a second bit stream 
conforming to a second standard format different from said first standard format, said second bit 
stream also conforming to a syntax of said first standard format, on said user operable region, 
said decoding device comprising: 

a means for detecting the user operable region in said multiplexed bit stream and 
extracting the data contained in said user operable region; 

a converting means for conducting a predetermined converting operation on said data 
contained in said user operable region and restoring the second bit stream; and 

a decoding means for decoding said first bit stream contained in said multiplex bil stream 
except said user operable region and said second bit stream. 
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12. (Currently Amended) A decoding method adapted to decode -decoding a 
multiplexed bit stream conformi ng to a first standard fonrtat obtained by defining a user operable 
region in a first bit stream and multiplexing and recording at least part of a second bit stream 
conformin g to a second standard format different Prom said first s tandard format said second bit 
strea m also conforming to a syntax of s aid first standard format, on said user operable region, 
said decoding method comprising: 

a step for detecting the user operable region in said multiplexed bit stream and extracting 
the data contained in said user operable region; 

a step for conducting a predetermined converting operation on said data contained in said 
user operable region and restoring the second bit stream; and 

a slep for decoding said first bit stream contained in said multiplex bit stream except said 
user operable region and said second bit stream. 

13. (Currently Amended) A recording medium storing a program for decoding a 
multiplexed bit stream confor ming to a first standard f ormat obtained by defining a user operable 
region in a first bit stream and multiplexing and recording at least part of a second bit stream 
c onforming t o a second st andard format di fferent f rom said first stand ard for mat, said second bit 
.stream als o conforming to a s ynt ax of said first standard f ormat, on said user operable region, 
said program comprising: 

a step for detecting the user operable region in said multiplexed bit stream and extracting 
the data contained in said user operable region; 

a step for conducting a predetermined converting operation on said data contained in said 
user operable region and restoring the second bit stream; and 
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a step for decoding said first bit si ream contained in said multiplex bit stream except said 
user operable region mid said second bit stream. 

14. (New) The signal processing apparatus of claim 1, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream conform 1o a syntax of said standard of said firsl bit stream. 

15. (New) The signal processing apparatus of claim 14, wherein said units of said 
second bil stream cannot be processed by a processor for processing said first bit stream. 

16. (New) The signal processing apparatus of claim IS, wherein said standard of said 
first bil stream is MFBG 2. 

17. (New) The signal processing apparatus of claim 16, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream arc formatted to contain an integer number of bits that is a multiple of eight. 

18. (New) The signal processing apparatus of claim 16, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream are formatted to contain 23 or less consecutive bits having a value of zero. 

19. (New) The signal processing method of claim 5, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream conform to a syntax of said standard of said first bit stream, 

20. (New) The signal processing method of claim 19, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream cannot be processed by a processor for processing said first bit stream. 
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21 . (New) The signal processing method of claim 20, wherein said standard of said 
first bit stream is MPEG 2. 

22. (New) The signal processing method of claim 21, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream are formatted to contain an integer number of bits that is a multiple of eight. 

23. (New) The signal processing method of claim 21, wherein said units of said 
second bil stream are formatted to contain 23 or less consecutive bits having a value of zero. 

24. (New) The recording medium of claim 9, wherein said units of said second bit 
stream conform to a syntax of said standard of said first bit stream. 

25. (New) The recording medium of claim 24, wherein said units of said second bit 
stream cannot be processed by a processor for processing said first bil stream. 

26. (New) The recording medium of claim 25, wherein said standard of said first bit 
stream is MPEG 2. 

27. (New) The recording medium of claim 26, wherein said units of said second bit 
stream are formatted to contain an integer number of bils that is a multiple of eight. 
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28. (New) The recording medium of claim 26, wherein said units of said second bit 
stream arc formatted to contain 23 or less consecutive bits having a value of zero. 
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